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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

PENNSYLVANIA  GAME  COMMISSION 
HARRISBURG 

CONSERVATION  INFORMATION  FACT  SHEET  #2 

PROTECTED  ANIMALS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 

What  animals  are  protected  in  Pennsylvania? 

Under  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Laws,  animals  are  defined  as 
follows : 

Game  Animals  - Elk,  Deer,  Bear,  Wild  Rabbits  and  Hare, 

Red,  Gray,  Black  and  Fox  Squirrels, 

Raccoon,  Woodchuck,  Wildcat. 

Furbearers  - Mink,  Muskrat,  Otter,  Skunk,  Beaver 

Opossum. 

Unprotected  Animals  or  Predators  - All  wild  animals  other 

than  game  and  furbearing  animals.  This  includes  red  and  gray 

fox,  weasel,  flying  squirrel,  chipmunk  and  porcupine. “ 

How  are  wild  animals  protected? 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Game  Laws  protect  these  animals 
except  during  regular  open  seasons  on  some  species. 

Are  there  any  animals  in  danger  of  extinction  in  Pennsylvania? 

No!  Although  there  are  a few  species  which  are  now  uncommon 

to  Pennsylvania,  none  of  these  is  about  to  become  extinct.  The 
otter,  for  example,  is  seldom  seen  anymore.  This  animal,  like 
a few  others,  is  a victim  of  encroaching  civilization.  The  food 
and  cover  essential  to  his  very  existence  are  rapidly  disappearing 


and  so  is  the  otter. 


